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History of Church
Building

Mrs. Bonnie Lau

Praise the Lord! He is indeed faithful,
even when we are not. The second
phase of our building project is finally
begun. During this time, I'd like to bring
you back to the time when we first began
to plan our building project eleven years
ago.

We thank God for giving the vision
to Pastor Kwong-Wah Lau and the
church leaders of our Mother church.
The Coral Springs Mission was born on
June 8, 1992. We started out with about
30 core members. During that
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transitional period, we held our worship
services in high school cafeterias,
American churches, etc. | especially
remember there was one Friday night,
we were supposed to have a fellowship
meeting at one of the classrooms in the
America Coral Baptist Church at 7 :30
P.M. But due to some special event in
the church, there was no room for us.
When | pulled into the parking lot, | saw
brothers and sisters holding their
dishes standing around the building not
knowing what to do, or where to go.
Thank God that Deacon Edward Au was
gracious enough to let us hold the
meeting in his house.

We grew to about 100 members

within two years’ time. We knew that
we needed a more regular place not only
to hold worship services but also for
many other activities. But we had barely
$100,000.00 in the bank account. What
could we do?

Pastor Linus (he was only a layman
at that time) was looking around for a
piece of land for us to build. He went to
the biggest developer in Coral Springs
and explained to him that we were a
Chinese church looking to build our
church, but with very limited resources.
The hand of God was with Linus, and the
developer offered him three parcels of
land from which to choose. Linus picked
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a parcel that consisted of three acres of
land in Coral Springs. That piece of land
had a fair market value of 1 million
dollars, but the developer would sell it to
our church for $300,000. The conditions
were that we would build a church, could
not sell it in 20 years, and if we closed in
3 months. We were excited! We
presented this proposal to the business
meeting at the Mother Church. They
finally agreed to the purchase with some
reservation.

But just about that time someone
showed us a property located at Sample
road and Andrews avenue. The building
was used as the Realtors Association
headquarters. It also consisted of 3
acres of land, with an asking price of 1
million dollars. The realtor said that we
could probably get it for $850,000. Some
of us liked this idea better, since it was as
existing building, ready for our use, and
would save us a lot of headache if were
to build from scratch. Besides, being
close to |-95, it was easily accessible
from all directions. But others did not like
the location, because that area was quite
run down. At night, homeless people
would sleep around the building, and
crime rate was high, making it unsafe. A
special meeting was called to discuss
the pros and cons of the two properties.
About 40 brothers and sisters attended
that meeting. After all the facts about the
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properties and our financial situation
were presented, and after much
discussion, we took a vote. One-third
voted to go to the Sample location, while
the majority voted to look for other
opportunities (meaning ‘do nothing’),
with only one voted for the Coral Springs
property. (Guess who cast that single
vote that changed our history? Hint: Who
is writing this article)? Accordingly, we
decided to wait. Someone from ¢)

Miami convinced our brothers

and sisters that we did not |
have enough money to

consummate either project.
With the Coral Springs project,
the land cost $300,000, and the
building cost was estimated to

be $650,000.00, for a \\
total investment of \\ /
9\

$950,000.00. The Sample

project was estimated at about
$900,000. And what did we have*

By that time, we had $190,000 in the
bank, and a piece of land donated by a
deacon from Miami. The market value for
the land was about $120,000. And we
were told that no financial institution

would give loans to a church like ours.

/7

=l

So we decided to wait. We missed
the deadline set by the Coral Springs
Developer. But God had other plans. |
submitted a loan application to the
Wachovia Bank (First Union at the time),
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just to see what happens. One month
past the deadline, we received a letter
from Wachovia Bank that they approved
the loan application! With that letter in
hand, we went back to the business
meeting asking Mother Church to
reconsider the C. S. project. The meeting
authorized us to renegotiate with the
land owner. Finally, we purchased the
same piece of land six months later for
$325,000. We emptied our bank account
and borrowed about $150,000 from
Mother Church to consummate the
purchase. We paid off the
loan two years later by selling
the donated land. We raised
$285,000 cash from fund drive,
and $340,000 from sale of
bonds. We did not even need to
\/ take out the loan from Wachovia.
\ We had originally planned
to redeem the bonds over
a ten year period. But thank God for his
provision, we paid off all the bonds in five
years. And so, as we embark on the
second phase of the building project, we
are free and clear of any debts.

7

When we first planned this
expansion project, the cost was
estimated to be about $1.5 million. But
now two years later, and with several
hurricanes in between, the project cost
has increased to $2.1 million. With a little
over $1 in our bank account, we still

The Light of Coral Springs




need to raise about $1 million! But given

our Almighty God’s faithfulness in the

EATE “ERBEEAR KX
past, we are moving forward by faith. We F? ZERNBAMM READH
are certain that He who began a good X3

work will finish it. Some day, when we & 1
look back, we will be able to say again, g
“It was the Lord who did it! Praise be to h
God! It is an awesome God that we
serve.”
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God’s Sovereign Plan

Richard St Louis

Some may ask and still wonder
what brings me into a church of
Chinese congregation. Let me try to
answer this question for many of you
who are still wondering, I can start by
saying I don't know. Are you all
surprised by this answer? So am I. At
times I ask God the same questions,
but I can tell you this: that God was
putting these pieces together before I
was born. I can recall when I was

September 2006

driving by when I was on my way to
work and noticed the pre construction
sign "Chinese Baptist Church Of Miami,
Coral Springs Mission. “ I drove by
there 7 days a week at least a minimum
of twice daily, and said to myself on
multiple occasions “this will be my
home church.”

GOD LED ME HERE.

It was both a
combination of great love
for the Chinese people and
great fear of going to hell. It was
about two weeks before my birthday
when I wrote a note to the pastor,
saying " I am a 26 yr old black male, T
don't speak Cantonese nor mandarin I
would like to visit your Church”. T did
not receive a call from the church, so I
let it go and about a week after my
birthday, which was that Monday I
received a call from Pastor Linus, at
that time He identified Himself as
“brother Linus " when he left the
message on my cell phone. He invited
me to meet with him on Wednesday at
about 6 pm in his office, and we talked
about salvation which was the most
concerned issue for me because I was
afraid if I died that I would not make
it o heaven. Even though I grew up in
the church, my life was not matching a
Christ-like life and I was a professed
Christian. Pastor Linus led me to some
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encouraging scriptures and the plan of
God For me. After that I stayed for
Prayer meeting and he later invited me
to church for that Sunday. He also told
me that he would be in Orlando
preaching and that I was welcomed to
attend that Sunday and that Pastor
John would be preaching that Sunday.

THE YOUTH GROUP

I was invited to youth group by a
young man name Willy. T did not know
what to expect, but I decided to talk
to my boss and asked him if I could
take a Friday night of f fo go to church.
At first I thought my boss would have
a problem with it, but He did not. I
attended youth group and saw the
passion of the youth for Christ and the
passion for Christ through Dan and
Rhoda Yen on how they led the youth
group and saw the love of Christ
through them in a great way which left
a great impression on my life. I was
welcomed by Dan and Rhoda and
learned many important aspects of
leading the youth group. My
involvement in the youth group started
at the right time because God set the
time and place. God led me to a place
where he knew that I needed to be. In
all of these may Jesus Christ be
glorified.

I have been involved with the
youth group since 1999 and it has been
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a great experience for me. If I tell you
that everything is nice and sweet and
goes the way I want it to, T would be a
liar. I am just like any other individuals.
I get tired, weak, and feel unworthy,
but God is always faithful, and despite
my weaknesses He is glorified. I will
leave you with one of my favorite
passages from 1 Corinthians 10:31

“S0O WHETHER YOU EAT OR DRINK OR

WHATEVER YOU D0,
DO IT ALL FOR THE GLORY OF G0D.”
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Guidelines for articles

1. The Light of Coral Springs is a place for our brothers and sisters o communicate
through written words. We therefore welcome your articles > including devotion >

sharing > testimony - daily thoughts - poems > and so on. In order fo encourage a
greater variety of contribution - please limit your article o 2 - 000 words or less.
. The Light of Coral Springs will be published every subsequent odd month. Please submit
your article by the 15™ of the month before publication.
. Please type your article on double-spaced pages. Attached as Microsoft Word files and
E-mail to sister Sandy Hsun at: sunflower3491@prodigy.net
4. The Publication Department reserves the rights to edit and publish all articles.
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